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ever seen; and there was need, not for the vain
Pompeys and Ciceros for whom Madame de
Stael professed idolatry, but for the Scyllas
and Caesars for whom she felt a horror. She
was too much interested in too many ideas
and too many persons; she loved too well to
please, to admire, to console, and to worship;
she had too much justice of conscience, too
much pity of heart, too much delicacy of soul;
she could inspire her contemporaries, but she
was not capable of leading men, of laying bare
their weaknesses, or of employing their vices.
She formed no plans which she would not
instantly have broken for the sake of a friend.
To shirk suffering seemed to her the last g^sp of
human activity. State reason seemed to her a
blalsphemy. Even the word " State " had for her
a significance of harshness and tyranny against
which she rebelled. It scarcely appears at all
in her writings. The Government does not
appear in them save as a theatrical assembly.
She loved only liberty. Animated by a virile
genius, she was yet too entirely a woman,
by reason of her weaknesses and goodness of
heart, to be politic. Politics could only be in
her life a pain and deception the more.e entering upon not
